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BHF-funded researchers pioneered heart transplants in the UK and have 
since made them safer to perform as well as contributing to developing 
a fluid to preserve donor hearts for longer which is now used in 
hospitals all over the world.

Thanks to world-leading BHF-funded research, statins are now routinely 
prescribed to patients who have had a heart attack or are at high risk of 
coronary heart disease.  This is estimated to save thousands of lives 
each year across the UK, and even more around the world.

Research we funded helped pave the way for the miniature, sophisticated 
pacemaker devices that can today transform people’s quality of life. Early 
pacemakers were bulky and required an invasive operation to open the 
chest, to sew electrodes directly onto the heart. The next generation of 
pacemakers are so tiny they fit inside the heart itself, and don’t need leads.
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