	Criterion (page no.)
	Amendment / Comment
	Rationale

	
N/A
(throughout)
	
Wherever the document is referred to as “guidance” this has been amended to read “criteria”.
	
This is not a guidance document, this is a compliance document.


	
N/A
(p8)

	
Grade 2 – Player dressing rooms do not require urinals. Change to ‘0’
	
Correction on an error.


	
1.2 Capacity
(p12)

	
“The stadium must have a minimum capacity of spectators in line with the chart below, inclusive of any seated spectators,. At Grades 1, 2 and 3, this must be demonstrable and as certified by the local authority or calculated by a competent person, in accordance with the current edition of the ‘Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds’ (Green Guide) at the time of inspection. At Grade 4, a Club must confirm that the capacity calculation has been calculated by the local authority or by a competent person, in accordance with the current edition of the ‘Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds’ (Green Guide) but this does not have to be demonstrable.”

	
This is to clarify that at Grades 1-3 the capacity must be demonstrated via a calculation document, written by a Competent Person (in accordance with the Green Guide).

At Grade 4, a Club must make a declaration that their capacity has been developed by a Competent Person, but do not have to provide documentation (although it is welcomed if they do).

	
1.3 Boundary of the Ground
(p13)

	
Any reference to the ground boundary which previously needed to be a minimum of 1.83m has been amended to a minimum of 1.70m.

In addition to this, the para below was unclear and so the following amendment was required:

“Where any side of the ground is bounded by private land/property, the fixed boundary of that private land / property may be acceptable as the boundary of the ground, provided this is approved by The FA.”

	
This follows the decision taken earlier in the 2023/24 season to lower the height of boundaries due to imperial vs metric legacy issues. 

The FA can approve any boundary without a fence, which borders private land.

	
1.4 Clubhouse
(p15)

	
“There must be a clubhouse facility either on or adjacent to the ground, which must be open on matchdays to provide refreshments (unless refreshments are provided elsewhere in the ground) and toilet facilities for spectators.

Where a ground has concourses with the same provision as above, these can replace the need for a clubhouse”

	
This follows the decision taken earlier in the 2023/24 season to remove the mandatory requirement for catering facilities in the clubhouse, if a suitable provision was located elsewhere in the ground (we acknowledge that some Clubs have very good ‘fan zones’ which are not in the club house). 

The document now explicitly permits a concourse offering instead of a club house.


	
1.6 Pitch Perimeter Barrier
(p19)

	
“There must be no a minimal gap between the edge of the hardstanding and the bar at the top of the pitch perimeter barrier. In all cases this must not exceed 30 centimetres.”

“There must be a minimum of 1.83 metres (*for Grade 1 – see the table below) between the touchline, goal line and the pitch perimeter barrier. This run-off must be of the same material as the playing surface – i.e. grass or artificial turf – save for where artificial turf has been professionally laid without trip hazards, as part of the run-off for example: as per an assistant referees running area. Athletics stadia may be permitted to use running track material in the very corners where the track bends, as long as The FA have provided approval.”



“NEW BUILDS AND CONVERSIONS
Any barriers installed at new grounds should be purposed-designed,…”


	
Clarification as to what “no gap” is to mean, with a threshold to be set at 30cm.


To confirm that the expectation is that the run-off does not include concrete or other hard surfaces.











Typo.

	
1.7 – Pitch Standards
(p21)

	
See end of this document.
	
To mirror this summer’s amendment to the Standardised Rules.


	
1.8 – Playing Area
(p23)


	
‘NEW BUILDS AND CONVERSIONS’ SECTION:
“New pitches should must be a minimum of 100 metres x 64 metres and must conform to the requirements of the Laws of the Game.”

	
This has been altered to “must” rather than “should” as per the expectation.

	
1.9 – Technical Area
(p24)

	
Header to be amended to “Technical Area & Dugouts”


Any reference to “box(es)” have been amended to “Dugout(s)”.

	
The section is as much about the dugouts as it is technical area.

Dugouts are also referred to as “box(es)”. Standardise this to “Dugouts” to avoid confusion.


	
1.10 – Safe Walkway

	
Grade 6 requirements were missing – now added in. These are the same as Grades 1 to 5.

	
N/A.


	
1.14 – Exits
(p31)

	
Add:

“There must be access via a bound surface to all exits from the nearest spectator viewing areas.

Where there is a gate(s) that is not used as a spectator/emergency exit (e.g. a ball-retrieval or grounds machinery gate) this needs to be clearly signed to avoid confusion in an emergency or evacuation.”

	
To address a large problem where Clubs are not sign-posting gates that are not intended to be used as exits.

	
1.17 – Adjoining pitches
(p32)

	
“Where deemed that they are likely to interfere with the playing of a match, ball games must not be played on adjoining pitches whilst a match is in progress. In any case At Grades 1 to 4, adjoining pitches must be fenced off to a height of 1.83 1.70 metres to create an enclosed ground.”

	
This was agreed as the way forward back in October/November 2023.

	
2.1 – Spectator Accommodation
(p34)

	
GRADE 1:
“For 500 (all seated) in no more than 2 stands. At least 250 seats in one stand, with no stand attributable to the capacity calculation if less than 100 seats.”

“Hard standing to a minimum width of 0.9 metre, measured from the spectator side of the pitch perimeter barrier, must be provided on all four sides of the ground, unless a different configuration exists (as set out in section 1). The surface must be tarmac, concrete, concrete paving or other approved materials which create a bound material.

Any level surfaces within the ground must be hard standing. i.e. tarmac, concrete, concrete paving or other approved materials.” 


GRADE 2:
“For 500 of which 250* ^ are seats in one stand.”

“Hard standing to a minimum width of 0.9 metre, measured from the spectator side of the pitch perimeter barrier, must be provided on all four sides of the ground, unless a different configuration exists (as set out in section 1). The surface must be tarmac, concrete, concrete paving or other approved materials which create a bound material. 


GRADE 3:
“For 500, of which 250 are seats in no more than two stands. With no stand attributable to the capacity calculation if less than 50 seats.”

“Home – min. of 1210 seats 
Away – min. of 1210 seats 
These seats must be clearly marked ‘Home’ and ‘Away Directors’ and should enjoy a prime position in the main stand.”

“Hard standing to a minimum width of 0.9 metre, measured from the spectator side of the pitch perimeter barrier, must be provided on all four sides of the ground, unless a different configuration exists (as set out in section 1). The surface must be tarmac, concrete, concrete paving or other approved materials which create a bound material. 


GRADE 4:
“For 300, of which 150 are seats in no more than two stands. With no stand attributable to the capacity calculation if less than 50 seats.” 

“Home – min. of 1210 seats 
Away – min. of 1210 seats 
These seats must be clearly marked ‘Home’ and ‘Away Directors’ and should enjoy a prime position in the main stand.”

“Hard standing to a minimum width of 0.9 metre, measured from the spectator side of the pitch perimeter barrier, must be provided on all four sides of the ground, unless a different configuration exists (as set out in section 1). The surface must be tarmac, concrete, concrete paving or other approved materials which create a bound material. 

	
Following a discussion by the then Stadium Accreditation Sub-Committee, it was agreed that the wording that states “in no more than 2 stands” would be reviewed. Provided that stands are no less than 50 or 100 seats (dependent on the Grade sought), having more stands in different areas of the ground would makes sense from a viewing and potential segregation point of view.




	
2.1 – Spectator Accommodation
(p35)

	
GRADE 5:
“For 200, of which 100 are seats in no more than two stands. With no stand attributable to the capacity calculation if lessfewer than 50 seats.”

Hard standing to a minimum width of 0.9 metre, measured from the spectator side of the pitch perimeter barrier, must be provided on three sides of the ground. 

Existing athletics stadia may be exempt from this requirement and each case will be considered by the Stadium Accreditation Sub-Committee on its own merits. The surface must be tarmac, concrete, concrete paving or other approved materials which create a bound material. 


GRADE 6:
“For 100, of which 50 are seats in no more than one stand.”

“Hard standing to a minimum width of 0.9 metre, measured from the spectator side of the pitch perimeter barrier, must be provided on a minimum of two adjacent end/sides of the ground with direct access from the entrance. The surface must be tarmac, concrete, concrete paving or other approved materials which create a bound material. 


GRADE 7:
“Hard standing to a minimum width of 0.9 metre, measured from the spectator side of the pitch perimeter barrier, must be provided on a minimum of two adjacent end/sides of the ground with direct access from the entrance. The surface must be tarmac, concrete, concrete paving or other approved materials which create a bound material. 


* Note: By 31 March in the third consecutive season of membership at Step 2 clubs must have at least 500 covered seats, with 250 of these seats being located in one stand. If a third consecutive season is not reached (i.e. a club is relegated to Step 3 during this period) the club would have a further three years to achieve 500 covered seats upon promotion back to Step 2. 

^ Note: Promotion and promotion play-offs: To qualify for promotion to the National League by winning the respective North/South Championship and for the club to participate in the promotion play off matches, the ground must achieve a Grade 2 Grading together with 500 seats under cover by 31st March in the season where promotion or participation in the Play-Offs is achieved. These seats may be in two stands, with no stand having less than 100 seats.

	

As per last point.


































Section removed.







Section removed.

	
2.3 – Terracing 
(p38)
	
“Terracing that is crumbling, has grass/weeds growing through it or has broken or loose concrete material will not be accepted.”

	
On the basis that this could be tarmac, not concrete.



	
2.4 – Toilets
(p40)

	
Add:
“For the avoidance of doubt, spectator toilets are not permitted in the same corridor as the player or match official dressing rooms.”


“Where gender-neutral toilets are provided, the total number of units provided must match the minimum number required for both male and female combined.”

	
The premise of not being in the same corridor was no explicitly listed previously, but was being applied as criteria.

A more thorough review of the toilet provision/criteria to be undertaken ahead of the 2025/26 season.

Permits for gender neutral provision but maintains the number of units required.

NOTE: any new builds will not be able to solely offer gender neutral toilets, as per the recent decision under Building Regulations.


	
2.4 – Toilets
(p42)

	
GRADES 5&6:
“Toilets must should be located within the ground and must be accessible to both to male and to female spectators. NB: Where it is necessary to exit the ground to gain access to toilets located in an adjacent clubhouse, these may be deemed acceptable, provided no great distance is involved and that the total units listed below are met with the club house provision.”
	
The previous draft was in conflict. This amendment resolves the issue.

	
2.5.1 – Directors/ Committee/guests

	
GRADES 3 & 4:
“A separate room or adequately screened-off area must be made available in which refreshments for Directors/Committee and guests can be served. These areas must be able to accommodate a minimum of 2420 persons, with nearby toilet facilities.
 
Retractable partitions or free-standing screens may be acceptable, provided they are of a height and position to afford complete privacy.”

	
An adequately screened-off area is acceptable at Grades 3 & 4 and the decision was taken to reduce the minimum number of persons catered for in a directors room/area.

	
3.1 - Players

	
“WCs must be in cubicles that are contained within the dressing room and not in an adjacent room in a corridor. WCs can replace urinals, but not vice-versa.”

	
To prevent players having to cross-paths when using toilet facilities.

	
4 - Medical

	
“At Steps 1 to 4, a A working defibrillator must be located within the ground in accordance with the Standardised Rules. Please note: from the 2023/24 season, defibrillators will also be required at Steps 5 & 6.”

	
Previous wording is now redundant.









1.7 – Pitch Standards
(p21)

“Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP) 
Artificial (3G) football turf may only be used provided conditions (i) to (vii) below have been met (the “Performance Standard”): 

Grades 1 to 2: The pitch must be surfaced with 3G football turf that has laboratory type approval according to the FIFA Quality Concept for Football Turf (2012 & 2015 editions) – FIFA Quality Pro Performance (notwithstanding 1.8(v) below). 

Grades 3 and below: The pitch must be surfaced with 3G football turf that has laboratory type approval according to the FIFA Quality Concept for Football Turf (2012 & 2015 editions) – FIFA Quality Performance. 

(i) The 3G football turf pitch must be listed on both The Football Association’s register of 3G football turf pitches and FIFA’s 3G football turf pitches register by no later than 31 May and tested annually at the Club’s expense.
(ii) Where a 3G football turf pitch is not yet listed on The Football Association’s register (for example if it is a newly-installed pitch), a Club must obtain a Laboratory Performance Test Report and submit it to The Football Association by no later than 31 July at the Club’s expense. 
(iii) The Football Association reserves the right to instruct a Club to have its pitch tested at any time to ensure that it meets the relevant Performance Standard. All such tests shall be at the Club’s expense. 
(iv) The 3G football turf, including run-offs, shall be one continuous playing surface and shall be green in colour at least one metre from the outer edge of the touchline and goal line. All line markings shall be in accordance with the Laws of Association Football. 
(v) Only Clubs with FIFA Quality Pro Standard Certificated 3G Football Turf Pitches will be eligible to take part in matches under the auspices of The National League (i.e. NLS Steps 1 and 2), save that:
a. a Club which has a ground with the recommended FIFA Quality Performance Standard installed on or before 31 July 2016 can be promoted to Step 2 of the National League System, providing that it undertakes, upon renewal of the pitch, to install a pitch that meets the FIFA Quality Pro Standard; or
b. a Club can be promoted to Step 2 provided that:
i. By 31 May in the season prior to promotion, the Club undertakes that its pitch will be awarded a FIFA Quality Pro certificate by no later than the following 31 May (i.e. 31 May in the Club’s first season participating at Step 2).

The Club’s undertaking must include at least the following information:

· Details about how any necessary works will be completed (including any relevant planning permissions required and a plan for those to be obtained).
· Details of the costs involved in completing the works and evidence to demonstrate how those costs will be funded.
; and

ii. By 31 March in the Club’s first season participating at Step 2, the Club provides an update to the Board detailing the progress made with reference to the undertaking, an updated funding position and such other information as the League’s Board considers necessary.

(vi) A Club with a 3G Football Turf Pitch installed on or after 1 August 2016, with the intention of being promoted to NLS Step 2 must test the pitch by 31 March to the FIFA Quality Pro Standard to ensure it meets the standard required. Any remedial work to meet the FIFA Quality Pro Standard must be completed by 31 May, be re-tested at the Club’s expense and awarded the FIFA Quality Pro Standard certification. Failure to do so will result in relegation to the appropriate Step. 
(vii) The pitch must be a consistent green colour (i.e. no stripes/patterns) including at least the first one metre of run-off”

